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Critical Situation!



 October – December 2005

On October 13, Venezuela’s President Chavez announced a country-wide expulsion of the evangelical mission group, New Tribes Mission, that works among indigenous tribes in the jungle region.  The presidential bill was signed into law the 14th of November allowing 90 days for evacuation.  The fine print implications are still yet to be clarified.


Though my brother and I are not with the New Tribes organization, our association together is in jeopardy since my brother is in jungle ministry.  My brother, Clinton Vernoy (a Baptist International Missions, Inc. - (BIMI) missionary) and I, formed a non-profit religious association together registered before the government for tax and liability protection purposes.  What is not clear at this time is whether Clint will be able to continue in his jungle ministry.  Is Chavez’s agenda to clear out the jungle of ALL missionaries or just New Tribes missionaries?  Will the expulsion of New Tribes from the country precede the expulsion of other missionaries from the jungle as well?  Will the expulsion of other missionaries be just a jungle expulsion or a country expulsion?  These and other questions have yet to be clarified and answered.

In the mean time, Clint is pulling out of the jungle and resettling in Barquisimeto where we live until the situation calms down and we can better ascertain the future.  Rather than being lost by confiscation, Clint is flying out the most important household and ministry items to be protected in storage and trucking them up to Barquisimeto.  Please pray for this additional shipping expense as there is much to do and little time to do it.
Critical Time!

In our urban ministry, our church is doing well, in spite of the national situation.  This whole affair has the believers anxious but praying, and preparing for the worst – the expulsion of all missionaries from the country.  In lieu of this possibility, our church is revising all church documentation and financial accounts to eliminate my name so as not to jeopardize the church’s land acquisition process or its assets to confiscation.  Otto Zorn, the man we left in charge of the church during our furlough, had hoped to be ordained into the pastorate upon our arrival next year but is being “forced” to assume the position and all its responsibilities now.  Please pray for him during this stressful time and for the peace that he will need from God confirming his call.  The church is ready for its “right of passage” – from a missionary church to an autonomous, indigenous church.  I just wish the circumstances could have been different.
Please pray for Venezuela!
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