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July – September 2005 
Traveling – again?

It didn’t take long ~ only about one month of traveling for the kids to begin to say, “When are we going home to Venezuela?”  Johnny, our youngest son still thinks that the next church we’re going to is his home church in Venezuela!

One special blessing of traveling with the whole family is seeing their reactions when they recognize the pastor or the church.  Most of our churches are more than just support contacts, they are personal friends to me and my family.  In past years, the boys used to love to ride in the pastor’s car (just to be in a different car) and would talk as though they were with longtime friends!  Of course, we always had to give the disclaimer ~ “We’re not responsible for the things our kids say when they’re not in our presence!”

Another special blessing of traveling with the whole family is seeing how God has provided for our accommodations.  We are very thankful for the mission homes that have opened up for our family in the different regions of Ohio and New England.  Both are very spacious and have adequate room for our large family!  The house in Ohio is only a quarter mile from the children’s Grandparents and even less from a golf course!  The home in New England with its wood interior reminds us of our dream home ~ a log cabin.  For our needs in schooling, shelter and sleeping, these homes are perfect!  We thank God for these wonderful blessings from the Snyder family of Gospel Baptist Church in Galion, Ohio, and Merrimack Valley Baptist Church in Merrimack, New Hampshire.
Gas shock!


Deputation and furlough typically mean many traveling miles.  Thankfully, we have always tried to regionalize our support to cut back on travel, and God has richly blessed with 45% coming from each area, Ohio and New England.  However, coming from Venezuela where gas is cheaper than bottled water…we are suffering from gas shock!  Having visited 12 churches, vacationed and attended some family reunions, we’ve already put over 10,000 miles on our van since arriving in late May and spent over $3500 just in gas!  Even though our furlough will be through next May, we have no doubt that God will continue to provide so that we can visit our churches.
Covert Assassinations?

Unlike journalist and broadcaster Pat Robertson, we are not advocating a covert assassination attempt against President Hugo Chavez, but rather prayer for the doors of ministry in Venezuela to remain open.  Thankfully, as of yet, there have been no serious political repercussions that have affected the work, but the political future of the country needs serious prayer!  The open doors that are protected by a federal republic may be extremely limited or closed by the infiltration of a communistic socialism being forced on the country by President Chavez.  Please pray for Venezuela and additional missionaries!
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