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A Christmas Thanksgiving Thought!

In the Gospel of Luke, we find a most saddening phrase about Jesus’ birth place.  Mary and Joseph, “…laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”  The baby Jesus, upon his birth, found himself in a stable, and not a house.

An interesting note was that Joseph was of the lineage of David yet had no family, immediate or extended, that lived in Bethlehem.  Scripture gives us no clues as to when the family of Joseph had left Bethlehem to settle in Nazareth, but it would have had to have been numerous years since Joseph looked first to an inn for lodging instead of family or friends.
Alfred Barnes, in his commentary suggests that “it is not improbable that he might also have had a small paternal estate in Bethlehem that rendered his presence there more desirable.”  Even though he may have had an inheritance in Bethlehem, he had no family there.
Whatever the “family” situation, God provided humble lodging for Mary and Joseph to meet their needs.  This makes me very thankful during this holiday season that I had friends and family that have provided my family and I lodging more comfortable than a stable and beds more comfortable than a manger!  
I feel unworthy knowing that God has provided better lodging for me than what he provided for his own son at his birth, and yet very thankful that He has provided wonderful friends and family with whom our family can stay while we are away from our home in Venezuela.  This is the first time since 1997 that we have spent the holidays in the States with family, and I rejoice that we have family, immediate and extended, that insist that we stay with them instead of in an “inn”.
May God make this holiday season very special for you as you celebrate with family or friends.

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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