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January / February 2004 
My Friend, Lyndvel

Have you ever had a friend that’s as close as a brother?  I have, and his name is Lyndvel McElroy, and this prayer letter is on behalf of him, not me.  
We met at college and though we were only together about four years, living in the same area, our friendship and that of our families has grown over the years.  

October came as a shock when we found out that a cancerous tumor, entwined throughout 90% of his spinal column, was causing paralysis in the lower part of his body.  Though the surgeries and chemotherapy helped to shrink the tumor by 10% and slow its growth, the final medical ‘word’ came in the short sentence from his doctor saying, “You need to go home and put things in order.”
One of the hardest things a missionary has to suffer is medical emergencies and infirmities of loved ones back home.  Proverbs 27:10 says “…better is a neighbor that is near, than a brother that is far off” and affirms a truth that does help in these situations.  I’m glad for the many “neighbors” who were available to help in this difficult time of medical crisis.  Not only those of his family, and friends from work, but also the family of New Life Baptist Church, Willard, Missouri, who consider Lyndvel “closer than a brother.”
Feeling the helplessness of being so far away, my only present help was to send my wife and oldest son to be with the family and pray here on my end.  My wife and Lyndvel’s wife, Linda, have been best friends since their public junior high school.  The battles fought in that junior high school to uphold their Christian testimony were the beginning of the spiritual training that has been needed to sustain us all in this very crisis.  When we feel so weak, God gives His grace abundantly and makes His presence so real.
Have you ever read Psalm 41:3, {“The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing; thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.”} in the midst of physical suffering and wondered why God allows sickness?  Just as God allows the taunting and name-calling of junior-high school children, He allows sickness to form in us the character and humility that will honor Him.
In this moment, Lyndvel has survived longer than any of our expectations, and once again finds himself in the hospital.  Pray with me that God’s will would be done, be it by healing or by death.  And pray for the family; Linda, Lance and Laura, as they continue to pray for Lyndvel’s best and prepare for the worst.
My son, Johnny


Many of you remember the near-drowning accident that my 22 old month son had two years ago and the miraculous recovery that God has allowed in his life.  Apart from the limited vocabulary and slightly uncoordinated movements he makes at times, he seems like a normal active four year old boy.  We had to laugh the other day, appreciating what God has done in his recovery.  

Debbie and Johnny were returning from a walk the other day when Johnny noticed the car of our family doctor sitting in front of the house.  He immediately grabbed his bum-bum and said with a worried expression numerous times, “No, no Mommy!”  To realize he recognized the car, remembered who it belonged to, and then associated that person with pain (a doctor and ‘shots’), brought outbursts of laughter and joy to our hearts!  Thank you for your continued prayers on our behalf!
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