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January – March 2003 
Venezuela in strike!
For some, seeing “blessings in the difficulties” is very difficult.  For almost 3 months, the opposition staged a national workers strike with the hopes of ousting President Hugo Chavez.  With no production from the Venezuelan Oil Company, the largest company spearheading the strike, international crude prices soared as well as the price of gas at the pumps.  In Venezuela, the strike produced a gas shortage, both in natural gas and gasoline, as well as long lines at the banks and stores.  With inflation at its worst in the nation’s history, the Venezuelans are tired of the President’s policies modeled after those of Fidel Castro in Cuba.  In this respect, they have every right to be upset and strike.  Though the strike has ended, tension has remained high.
Blessings of the Strike!
In spite of the gasoline shortage, reduced transportation, and my resignation as pastor (effective March 2005), our church has had an all-time high attendance average!  (It couldn’t be because they are excited about getting rid of me?) (  The average attendance is 64 for the months of January and February, with a new high attendance of 90 on our anniversary Sunday, March 16th.  Within these three months, there were 10 salvations and eight people have been baptized into the membership. 
The Bible Clubs are running their highest average attendances at 51 and 35!  We are in the process of starting a third Bible Club to lessen transportation problems and increase personnel participation.  There is the possibility of using a public school complex for this next Bible Club.  Please pray for this opportunity.
Soon after the strike ended, another public school invited us to begin Club Virtud (a Bible based character curriculum) right after the Easter break.  Our initial meeting with the school staff was very encouraging since the vote to invite us was unanimous.  One of our church members is the principal, and wants us to present the curriculum as part of her administrative projects to combat unruliness among the students, and present Godly character to the student body!
During the strike, disposable diapers were out of stock.  We were unaffected though, as Johnny completed his “potty training” during this time.  Because of his near-drowning accident we figured it would take a long time to potty train him.  However, he learned it in shorter time than his brothers who do not suffer brain damage!  For the first time in 17 consecutive years, we are diaper free! (
Praise God for blessings in the difficulties!
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