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A New Name for the BBF!


Just shortly after the home birth of our newest son, John Mark, we received into our home Darryl and Debbie Cedergren, missionaries with Missionary Aviation Fellowship (MAF).  Their intention was to have a home birth with our attending Doctor.  On January 12th, Rachel Lynn Cedergren was born.  For a short time in our home, “BBF” did not stand for “Baptist Bible Fellowship” but rather “Baptist Birthing Farm!”  We don’t mind opening up our home for other home-births, just so long as they are someone else’s.  My quiver is full and weighs a ton already! (
A Doctor in the House!


Doctor Virgilio Franco was the attending Doctor not only for John Mark Vernoy and Rachel Lynn Cedergren, but also four years ago for Janelle, our youngest daughter.  Four years ago, I wrote in our prayerletter:

The Doctor who assisted us, after seeing our family in an element such as this (a home-birth), said that he believed God had put us in his path to bring him and his own family to God.  We had the Doctor and his family for lunch the following Sunday.  During the conversation in the afternoon, he quizzed us on our doctrine, opinions and preferences.  When He finished, he said with a sigh of relief and joy, “See honey, they are normal people!”  Please pray for Dr. Virgilio Franco and his family that they can come to the saving knowledge of Christ.

Your prayers have been answered!  Just as Doctor Virgilio Franco helped us with our new births, I was able to help him with his new birth in Christ.  In the following week both he and his wife were baptized and began their discipleship journey.  Oh, how nice it is to finally have a doctor in the house!

A Blessed Reunion!


Ivan Gagarin, our “grandfather” in the church, was an immigrant from Yugoslavia to Venezuela at the age of 17, having lost his entire family in WWII.  Without family, job, money or the language of Venezuela, he carved out his existence with his own two hands and a little faith in God whom he did not personally know.  After 56 years, his only living cousin, who was only twelve when they last met, and her daughter came for a visit.  Ivan is 70 years old and his cousin is 68.  This reunion was one of the most blessed and impressive events in Ivan’s life.  I was very happy that I could take part in and witness this show of love and affection.  However, I was later thinking, if a reunion after 56 years can be so special, can you imagine the reunion with our Lord whom we’ve never seen?  
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