April - June 2000


On the Road Again!


Being back home reminds us all the traveling that needs to be done while on furlough.  Some have said that furlough must be a wonderful time of vacation and rest for the family – obviously, they have never done it! The highlight though is seeing friends and family, and the physical and spiritual growth that occurred in their personal lives and churches.  My 10-year-old son Jason summed up the dilemma nicely when he said, “Boy, all this traveling can sure ‘drive’ you crazy!”  (





A Home away from Home!


We are thankful for the people who “put up with us” and “put us up”!  A special thanks goes to Debbie’s Mom, Grandma Hieber.  With the grandparents, we are 10 people in total in a two bedroom, one bath ranch!  Cozy, takes on a new meaning!  However, Grandma Hieber wouldn’t have it any other way!  Away from home base, the “motel of motels”, is a missionary home provided by Merrimack Valley Baptist Church, which has sufficient room for our family.  Completely furnished with all appliances and sitting in beautiful wooded plot in Wilton, New Hampshire, this renovated barn has become a “home away from home.”  This forest paradise is maintained by a wonderful host family who also live on the premises with their 10, soon to be 11, children.  With David and Merrilee Schwanke’s ten children and our six, it’s a good thing that there is over 20 acres to explore and play on - that gives about 1.2 acres per child! (





Redeeming The Time!


If traveling is to be done, I would rather be doing it with the whole family, instead of by myself.  However, the size of the vehicle has much to do with this decision.  We thank the Lord for our sending church, which gave us a 15-passenger van to use while home on furlough.  Being thankful just to receive anything that would roll, we were presented with a van that fulfilled our “wish list” expectations.  Cruise control for the long trips, tinted windows for a nursing mother, fabric seats and carpeting for more comfort and no church name on the side!  


“No church name on the side”, you ask?  Why would that be a wish?


Do you know how hard it is to “make up time” with a church name plastered on the side of the van?  Remember now, Pastors and missionaries don’t speed - we are “redeeming the time!”  (
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